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As part of the school's Information Technology programme, students will have access to the Internet, provided a
permission form has been signed by a parent/guardian. In most cases this access will be supervised. However, senior
students are sometimes allowed to work in Computer Labs unsupervised.

The Internet offers a wealth of resources. Students can use it to locate material for their educational needs, to research
and to communicate. As any individual or group can place material on the Internet, it is not always possible to predict
or control what students may locate or use. Some information may be inaccurate, controversial or potentially harmful.
The Internet will be used to further educational goals, but students may find ways, accidentally or intentionally, to
access other information. The school will use filtering systems operated by the Professional Development Service for
Teachers: Technology in Education (PDST)

We believe that the advantages to students in the form of information resources exceed the disadvantages that may
be created by the nature of the Internet. Access to the Internet is also a required as part of some of the courses and
activities followed by our senior students. Parents/ Guardians are ultimately responsible for setting and conveying the
standards that their children should follow when using media and information sources; to that end we respect your right
to decide on the level of access. It is also incumbent on parents/guardians to ensure that their daughter adheres to all
school rules and guidelines and follows instructions given by teachers with regard to Internet use.

While students are in school, we will make every effort to ensure that this resource is used appropriately. Students
must ask their teacher for permission to access the Internet. They must only visit sites that are relevant to the work
they have to do. They must close down any site when instructed to do so by the teacher. They must not visit general
chat rooms, which have no educational relevance, although they may visit particular discussion groups with the
permission of the teacher. They must not visit any inappropriate sites; if in doubt they should seek permission and
must follow the guidelines of their parents/guardians and teachers in this regard. They must not post or send personal
information to the Internet without permission. They must have permission from the teacher before they place any
information on a website. They must not place material for which they do not hold the copyright, or material which is
illegal, or may be deemed offensive or inappropriate on a website.

This policy applies whether the student is supervised or is working on her own initiative in the Computer labs. Failure
to comply with this policy will result in a student receiving an Unsatisfactory Conduct form, or in more serious cases, a
student may not be permitted to use the computer facilities for a time.

The school’s website is accessible by any user around the world. It contains information and photos of school activities
as well as projects, artwork and student writing. Students will continue to own the copyright of their work. Photos of
students may also be used but, no personal details other than the student’s name, and/or class name, Year Group or
age will be used. All information on the site will be presented in an educational context and some material may also
be placed on other educational websites.

Parents/Guardians will be asked to sign a permission form giving their daughter consent to use the Internet.

This policy was approved by the Board of Management in February 2015 in conjunction with the Code of Behaviour and replaces a policy in
use since January 2013.



